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 The purpose of this Curriculum Guide is to provide current families with resources and 
 information that we utilize here within GATE classrooms. 

 Click on these links to navigate to: 
 Elementary (2-5) Handbook 
 Middle School (6-8) Handbook 

 Our Mission: 
 We are dedicated to ensuring our educational experiences fit the needs of each student, 
 offering ability-based and mixed age academic groupings, and providing support for the 
 social and emotional needs of our student population. 

 Our Vision: 
 Grow our hearts… 
 Grow our minds… 
 Grow our future! 

 District & State Assessments: 
 GATE students take the following assessments each year: 

 Fall  Winter  Spring 

 NWEA Math & 
 Reading  ✔  ✔  ✔ 
 M-Step  ✔ 

 Classroom Assessments: 
 Teachers use both formative (short, to inform teaching and learning) and summative 
 (cumulative, final) assessments in the classroom in each content area. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e0PE0pwpI13Y6HAchH5IIsnQ2zRkSVgayxWmlJ1s3Xc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zNW6Lp-vbioFXHKXPMOEiobb6n65bf1OzOIjnLxzIWc/edit?usp=share_link
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/m-step


 Science 

 Standards:  Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
 Primary Resource:  FOSS  *Students may take the science  text home each night to help study 

 Secondary Resource:  Newsela Science 
 Additional Free Online Resources: 
 Climate Kids  National Geographic Kids  Nova  Smithsonian 
 Learning Progression: 
 *GATE students rotate learning about science and social studies in an on/off cycle. 
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://fossnextgeneration.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/
https://ssec.si.edu/


 English Language Arts 

 Standards:  Common Core Standards 
 Primary Resource:  Wit & Wisdom 
 Student Access:  Log in to Clever.  Students can have  access to all units. Student user: 
 @Avondaleschools.org email address Password: Student ID # 
 Secondary Resource:  Newsela 
 Khan Academy 

 Learning Progression: 

 GATE Grade Level  Wit & Wisdom Grade Level Units 

 2nd  2nd Grade Level Units 

 3rd  3rd  Grade Level Units 

 4th  5th Grade Level Units 

 5th  6th Grade Level Units 
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https://corestandards.org/
https://greatminds.org/english/witwisdom
https://clever.com/oauth/sis/login?target=NjJiOWViYWVkZDU1NzI0NjM3YzU3MjVj%3BbzRrcGh2aDJ5Z252eDgzdnhjNjQ%3D%3BaHR0cHM6Ly9zY2hvb2xzLmNsZXZlci5jb20vYXV0aC1jYWxsYmFjaw%3D%3D%3BZTVhZjI0OTJlZTcwY2EzYTZlNjk3NzViNWE0MTZlZDI4MDRlYzc1YWU3YjQ2MWY4YTE1NzY2MzRhYTIzMWRhMw%3D%3D%3BY29kZQ%3D%3D%3B&skip=1&default_badge=
https://newsela.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
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 Mathematics 

 Standards:  Common Core Standards 
 Primary Resource:  Big Ideas Textbook Access  (Modeling  Real Life) &  Extra Resources 
 Secondary Resource: Exemplars 
 Additional Resources: 
 Khan Academy 
 Learning Progression: 

 *Students are given pre assessments at the start of each school year. Combined 
 with our NWEA results and the previous year’s data, teachers place students into 
 the “best fit” math level for them. 

 2nd Grade  3rd Grade  4th Grade  5th Grade  6th  7th 
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https://corestandards.org/
https://bim.easyaccessmaterials.com/?students=1
https://bim.easyaccessmaterials.com/?parents=1
https://www.khanacademy.org/


 Math  Math  Math  Math  Advanced  Advanced 

 Social Studies 

 Standards:  Michigan Social Studies Standards 
 Primary Resource:  Updated 5th Grade OS Units  (OS  Atlas  )  2nd-4th Units in Development 
 Secondary Resources -  Michigan Studies Weekly  &  Newsela  Social Studies  *Students have online 

 access through their Clever account 

 Additional Resource -  Open Source Textbooks 
 Learning Progression: 
 *GATE students rotate learning about science and social studies in an on/off cycle. 

 Lesson  2nd Grade  3rd Grade  4th Grade  5th Grade 

 1  Community  Government 
 Developing Questions and 

 Planning Inquiries 
 Review of 

 Government 
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https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=4bab170dd4114e2dbce578723b37ca63
https://oaklandk12-public.rubiconatlas.org/course-map/1107/unit-calendar/year?yearId=2024&backLinkId=allCourses
https://avondale-oakland.rubiconatlas.org/
https://www.studiesweekly.com/michigan/
https://newsela.com/
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/dashboard.html


 2  Rules and Laws 
 Structure of 
 Government  Sources  Review of Geography 

 3 
 Principles of 
 Democracy 

 Conflict and 
 Compromise 

 Analyzing and Evaluating 
 Evidence  Review of Economics 

 4  Important Documents  Citizens  Communicating Conclusions  Developing Inquiries 
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 Purpose and 
 Structure of 
 Government 

 Patriotism and 
 National Symbols 

 Engaging in Your Own 
 Inquiry  Sources 

 6  Government Services  Important Documents  Government 
 Analyzing and 

 Evaluating Evidence 

 7  Citizens 
 Take a Stand on a 

 Public Issue  Founders 
 Communicating 

 Conclusions 

 8  Patriotism  Map Skills  Important Documents 
 Engaging in Your Own 

 Inquiry 

 9  Patriotic Symbols  The Five Themes  The Bill of Rights  Life in Africa 
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 Memorials and 
 Monuments  Location  Michigan Government 

 The Vibrant Societies 
 of Pre-Columbian 
 North America 

 11  National Holidays 
 Place: Physical 
 Characteristics  Citizens 

 Life in Pre-COlumbian 
 North America 

 12  Founders 
 Place: Human 

 Characteristics 
 Citizens and American 

 Democracy 
 The Age of 
 Encounters 

 13  Culture 
 Human-Environment 

 Interaction  Active Civic Participation 
 Consequences and 

 Contact 

 14  Sources  Movement  Five Themes of Geography 
 The Colonies and 
 Their Founding 

 15  Map Skills  Regions of Michigan  Map Skills  Jamestown 

 16 
 The Five Themes of 

 Geography  Wants and Needs  Place  Plymouth 

 17  Location  Resources 
 Human-Environment 

 Interaction  Colonial Life 

 18 
 Place: Physical 
 Characteristics 

 Producers and 
 Consumers 

 Threats to Michigan's 
 Environment  Clash of the Empires 
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 19 
 Place: Human 

 Characteristics  Economic Principles  Movement 
 Consequences of the 
 French and Indian War 

 20 
 Human-Environment 

 Interaction  Personal Finances 
 Immigration and Migration 

 in Michigan 
 The Acts of 
 Parliament 

 21  Movement  Michigan's Economy  Culture 
 The Actions of the 

 Colonies 

 22  Regions of the World  Timelines  Regions of the US 
 The Shot Heard 
 Round the World 

 23 
 Michigan Geography, 
 People, and Economics  Developing Inquiries  Regions of Michigan 

 Independence and 
 Revolution - The 

 People 

 24  Economic Resources  Sources  Needs and Wants 

 Independence and 
 Revolution - The 

 Military 

 25  Goods and Services 

 Examining Evidence 
 and Communicating 

 Conclusions  Resources 
 The Founders and 

 Process 

 26  Economic Principles  Taking Action  Economic Principles  Constitution 

 27  Economic Activity 
 Engage in Your Own 

 Inquiry  Personal Finance  Bill of Rights 

 28  Economic Choices 
 Indigenous People of 

 Michigan  Economic Systems  The New Nation 

 29 
 Sequencing and 

 Chronology 
 Exploration of 

 Michigan  Michigan's Economy 
 Contemporary 

 Constitutional Issues 

 30  Innovations Over Time 
 Early Settlements of 

 Michigan  The Automobile Industry  Citizens 

 31  Historic Figures  Michigan Statehood  Historical Inquiry 
 Citizens and American 

 Democracy 

 32 
 Solving Problems in 

 Your Community 
 Important Events to 

 Michigan  The Underground Railroad 
 Active Civic 
 Participation 
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 Special Area Classes 

 Students rotate to each of the 3 classes on a bi-weekly basis. 

 Class  Standards  Curriculum 

 STEAM Lab  Next Generation Science 
 Standards (NGSS) 

 Project Lead the Way 
 Teacher-Created 

 Physical Education  Michigan PE Standards  SHAPE 

 Art  National Art Standards  Art of Education (FLEX Pro) 
 &  Deep Space Sparkle 
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://www.pltw.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/2019/02/22/K_12_PE_Standards_Aug_17_ADA_compliance918.pdf
https://www.shapeamerica.org/publications/resources/teachingtools/teachertoolbox/curriculum.aspx
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://app.theartofeducation.edu/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
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